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Today, I would like to speak about the role of philanthropy 
and private foundations in the broader area of international 
cooperation, and lessons from the European experience which may 
be of use to Japan in its much talked about internationalization 
process. 

The European Community is p erhaps the biggest 
internationalization process Europe has ever gone through, 
adapting a community of I 2 countries and 10 different langua�es 
to live together in a different way than before. ;\.'ly first point 
is that if we had not been able to muster massive private support 
from churches and political institutions, and also from business 
foundations and trade unions, this important transformation would 
have f laundered long ago. I recall with great pleasure and 
sympathy tile role which a number of foundations played in the 
Action Committee for the united States of Europe in the 1950s.

They were for many years the pillar of support, even in a time of 
adverse developments. 

vVhile this support waned during the 1960s, as expanded 
government involvement and booming economic growth allowed Surope 
to thrive, national solutions failed to solve the economic crisis 
of the past decade and we began to see a new willingness to 
cooperate. 

It was again business and foundations which researched the 
question of why national solutions are inadequate, demonstrated 
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