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The G8 Health Experts Group

has made bold recommendations:

The need for action to create "appropriate

monitoring and evaluation of health systems"

and pointed out that policy-makers need to be

able "to base their decisions on accurate health

information."

The G8 should continue "to encourage further

collaboration among stakeholders with the aim of

standardizing health metrics to collect, analyse

and evaluate health data for policy planning and

evaluation."



Recommendation No 1
(for the G8)

Implement G8’s “Annual Review” to assess the

G8's commitments to health systems and

programmes:

Define a standard set of metrics and measurement

strategies for monitoring and evaluation of the

commitments made by the G8.

Independent evaluation of each country based on

publicly available documents and data.

Recommendation No 2
(for the G8, the H8, academics, data producers and

countries)

Establish a "Digital Commons"  to improve

access to – and the quality of – datasets and

analyses at the country and global levels:

Promote the principles of open access and data

sharing in the public domain (e.g. G8 communiqué,

World Health Assembly, H8).

Develop a global databank for common indicators.

Establish a Cochrane-type process for global health

monitoring to generate empirical evidence for health

policy, using a network of global and regional

centres of excellence.



Recommendation No 3
(for development banks and agencies,

foundations, etc.)

Pool resources for health metrics at global and
country levels to create the "Global Health
Metrics Challenge":

Develop capacity and create an incentive structure for
countries and data producers.

Make health funding contingent upon third-party
evaluation that is compliant with agreed principles

In countries with incomplete or inexistent civil
registration, prioritize development of civil registration
systems.

Invest in a series of nationally-representative
household surveys for multiple diseases and risk
factors.

(Source: AbouZahr, Gollogly and Stevens, Lancet 2009)


