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Tadashi, it is such an honor to be here again with youand my friends fromJCIE, and I thankyou
for inviting us to join you for this historic New Shimoda Conference, especially in celebration of
the 40" anniversary of the organization. Henry Kissinger once said that “No foreign policy—no
matter how ingenious—has any chanceofsuccessifitis born in the minds ofa few and carried
in the hearts ofnone.”

I think | can speaktoday forall of my distinguished colleagues
fromthe United States Congress, in assuringyouthat we carry
in our hearts the cherished partnership betweenthe United States
and the nationof Japan. Almost all of us have personal
connectionsto this great land thathave helped informour lives
and our decisions in public service.

As many ofyou know, I was born at the Tachikawa Air Force
base while my father was stationed here.

Congresswoman Hirono was also born hereand lived here as a child —goingon to cherish her
heritage as she became thefirst naturalized Asian US citizen to be elected to Congress.

As thousands of US military families do every year, Congresswoman Davis and heryoung
family picked up their lives in Americato come and live here while her husband was servingin
Japan.

Our colleague fromthe Senate, Senator Webb, has deep ties to Japan fromhis times serving asa
US Marine, to his travels as Secretary of the Navy, to his time here examining Japanese history
and culture asa journalistand writer.

Congressman Petrihas spentmany years studying the close strategic relationship betweenthe
United States and Japan, and has visited this region many times.

And we continuethe rich exchange between ourtwo nations as we bring Congresswoman Lowey
to this country for her first — but certainly not her last — visit.

These personal ties are more than just inspiration for our visit, however. As we stand here today,
they reflect the depth and success of our two countries’ great partnership over many decades.
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Who would havethought that a young girlborn here —as a result of our productive military
partnerships—would return decades after as a United States Congresswomanto work with your
government to build upon those partnerships. Orthat a brave youngsoldier stationed in Okinawa
would one day represent his nation here as a US Senator, as we work together to forgea new
path forward in the 21 century. Because of these connections each of us feels a personal
responsibility to continue to advance the mutual alliance between our two countries. We may
come here to this conference with differentbackgrounds, ideologies, and legislative priorities—
but we also come with a shared commitment to this nation and to revitalizing our long and
successful alliance with one another.

The nature ofthis conferenceand our delegation also reflects the new global paradigm. Whether
literally or figuratively, we haveall become citizens of the world—Ilivinga shared experience
like neverbefore andbringingour views, values, challenges, and agendas, aroundtheglobein
the blinkof an eye.

For centuries the relationship between countries has beendefined by borders. But today—ina
world where an lowa farmer can video chat with a Kyoto manufacturer in real-time, and a
Japanese soy sauce company can manufacture its product in Wisconsin with US-grown
soybeans—the new metric is connections. And the new challenge is howto successfully leverage
thoseconnections into relationships, productiverelationships — based on theunderstanding that
the difficulties we face are most often not ours alone, andare usually best confronted working in
concert with our partners and allies.

With the international economy still recovering fromthe global recession, and myriad other
challenges confronting our world — both separate and together — we come here today with a fresh
objective:revitalizing the US-Japan relationship to build on theexperiences of the pastand
secure a stronger future for both our nations.

Formany years, the relationship between our countries has beenfocused primarily on the US-
Japan Security Alliance. Without question, we not live in a world where the notion ofglobal
security is tenuous at best. Traditionaland non-traditional enemies threaten peace fromthe
Middle East to the ravaged deserts of the Sudan to the instability on the Korean peninsula. And
while we always applaudthespread of democracy across theglobe, the pathto freedomcan most
certainly be adangerous one.

As two of the world’s strongest democracies—our alliance not only stands as a beacon to nations
in turmoil, but foreach of our countries, it reaffirms our strengthandsecurity. The security
alliance is, undoubtedly, an important and irreplaceable foundation of our partnership. But one
need only lookto ourshared challenges toseethatif we are limiting ourinteractionanddialogue
to the confines of that security alliance thenwe are failing to take full advantage ofall our
relationship has to offer. In truth, many of our greatest challenges rightnow are happening
outsidethe security realm.

Overthe past fewyears, both of our nations have beenforcedto confront a recessionthat ignored
international borders as it crippled economies across the globe. Duringthis crisis, andas we have
managed the fallout, it has become clear that as our economies become more and more



interdependent, our economic relationships mustevolve as well. As two ofthe leading
economies in the world, in the coming monthsandyears, it is imperative we work together to
minimize the possibility ofanother financial crisis for either of our nations. No longer can we
focus solely on shoring up our own markets —not a time when ashudder in the NASDAQ can,
and most likely will, have profound effects onthe Nikkei.

The very nature ofthis global economy means notonly are our markets interconnected—our
health concerns are as well. A viral challenge in asmall village can become a pandemic fora
major city—seemingly overnight. Fromthe SARS outbreak to the more recent HIN1scare, we
have seenjusthow easily and quickly pandemics can debilitate individuals and countries
throughout theglobe. The aggressive nature of global health in the 21% century mandates we
work togetherto stop outbreaks andtreat patients using our shared medicines and technologies.
So while the interconnected nature of themodern world has multiplied the impact of these
epidemics, it has also laid the framework for major breakthroughs in medical research.

As many ofyou know lama major proponent of stemcellresearch. So I am particularly proud
of the fact that teams working in Japanandthe US haveachieved some ofthe most crucial
advancements in this field. Through partnerships like ours, Induced Pluripotent StemCells
studiedin alab in Kyoto can one day be usedto correct glaucoma in Boston.

But in the 21* century, alooming threatthathovers over eachandevery one ofus. The
environmental, health, and economic implications of climate change will likely dominate the
challenges ofthe next several decades. It was not too faraway fromhere that the Kyoto Protocol
was reached. Yet in the years since, we have struggledto enforce a collective approachto
slowing and mitigating the effects of global warming. In 2009, | traveled as part of the US
delegationto the United Nations Climate Change Conference. During my time in Copenhagen it
became even more evident that this is notan issuewe can afford to confrontindividually as
nations. Our climate is changing—and rapidly —and it is vital that we work together to ensurewe
stemits negative impacts andsecure a health planetfor our future generations.

As we can see, in today’s globalreality, the issues we debate in W ashington are often variations
onthe very same questions beingasked herein Tokyo. So, as we bothstruggle to tackle these
iIssuesand more, we must acknowledgeandembrace that we have much to learn fromone
another,and much to share. Today’s conference will offer us a unique opportunity to assess our
relationship, analyze our challenges, and seta course forward. The agenda for our day will
enable us to tackle the realities we face — together and separately — while charging us to develop
concretemeansto deepen andrevitalize our critical partnership. This spring, we in Washington
will be proud to welcome Prime Minister Kan and continuethis type ofdialogue that canonly
serve to make our countries’ connections to one another even stronger.

In the decades sinceouralliance was formed, much has changed for both of our nations. Laws,
leadership, and life itself have evolved dramatically for our countries, our culture and indeed the
entire world. But the one constantbetweenus has beenthis alliance. | believe those ofus here
today all look forward to revitalizing that partnership and helpingto prepare our countries to
confrontthe elusivechallenges of the 21 century and beyond. And as the sixof us come here
today, representing the United States Congress, bringing our personal ties to this country and our



personal passionforalloursuccess, Knowthatwe carry in our hearts, the beliefthatthroughthis
partnership we can improve the future of bothour nations, if not the world.



