
GLOBAL THINKNET 
Policy Studies and 
Dialogues
JCIE coordinates policy-oriented studies and dialogues on 
cutting-edge issues in the fields of international affairs, 
globalization, and governance. These projects are under-
taken in collaboration with outside experts throughout 
the Asia Pacific region and around the world. JCIE also 
serves as the secretariat for numerous bilateral and multi-
lateral forums and occasionally conducts commissioned 
research. JCIE places a special focus on strengthening 
networks among research institutions in Asia Pacific and 
worldwide, as well as supporting the work of talented 
young researchers who represent the next generation of 
international policy thinkers and decision makers. 

One overarching theme within JCIE’s recent research 
has been a focus on East Asia community building and 
opportunities to advance cooperation in this crucial re-
gion on a wide range of issues, both through governmen-
tal and nongovernmental efforts. JCIE also continues to 
place priority on exploring the evolution of the US-Japan 
relationship. In the context of political, social, and eco-
nomic shifts occurring within each country, and against 
the backdrop of the continually evolving regional and 
international environments, Global ThinkNet programs 
examine ways to deepen and enhance the bilateral 
partnership.  
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Synthesis: Strengthening Nongovernmental 
Contributions to Regional Security

Rizal Sukma, Executive Director, CSIS, Jakarta (Team 
Director) [Indonesia]

James Gannon, Executive Director, JCIE/USA [United 
States]

Changing Concepts of Security and the Role of NGOs 
in East Asia

Gui Yongtao, Associate Professor, Peking University 
[China]

Global Health, Civil Society, and Regional Security

Yanzhong Huang, Senior Fellow for Global Health, 
Council on Foreign Relations [United States]

The Role of Civil Society Organizations in Combating 
Human Trafficking in Southeast Asia

Jun Honna, Professor, Ritsumeikan University [Japan]

The Growing Role of NGOs in Disaster Relief and 
Humanitarian Assistance in East Asia

Yukie Osa, President, Association for Aid and Relief, 
Japan

Climate Change and Security in East Asia: Mapping 
Civil Society Organizations’ Contributions

Chung Suh-yong, Associate Professor, Korea 
University [South Korea]

Civil Society Organizations and Maritime Security 
Cooperation: Opening Up the “Black Box” of Piracy

J. N. Mak, Independent Analyst; former Director of 
Research, Maritime Institute of Malaysia

Senior Advisors

Tadashi Yamamoto, President, JCIE

Strengthening Nongovernmental 
Contributions to Regional Security 
Cooperation

In thinking about how to build security cooperation 
in Asia, experts have tended to focus almost exclu-
sively on how states interact. However, evidence 
from around the world points to the fact that non-
governmental actors, particularly civil society or-
ganizations, are playing a growing role in assuring 
regional security. In this context, JCIE is carrying 
out a multiyear study to explore how such nongov-
ernmental initiatives can contribute concretely to re-
gional security cooperation in East Asia. The project 
was made possible through a grant from the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation as part of 
its Asia Security Initiative. 

In the initial stage, the project team of mid-career 
experts assessed what civil society organizations and 
networks are currently doing that contributes to re-
gional security. The team developed and carried out 
case studies in the fields of global health, disaster 
relief, human trafficking, piracy, and climate change 
to identify how civil society is contributing to efforts 
to develop regional cooperation in the fields of both 
traditional and nontraditional security. Building on 
this, the team then met for several program work-
shops, and a roundtable was convened in Indonesia 
with the CSIS, Jakarta, bringing together government 
leaders, NGO representatives, and policy experts to 
discuss the role civil society organizations have been 
playing in the region. 

An edited volume based on the research to date 
was released in March 2013 as an English-language 
volume, A Growing Force: Civil Society’s Role in 
Asian Regional Security. (See publication section for 
further information.)

Policy Studies and Dialogue
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top political leaders and noted analysts of Japanese 
politics and foreign policy. 

A second paperwriters workshop was held on 
August 30, 2012, and the following month the partici-
pants spent several days in Washington DC, where 
a joint roundtable was held with the Council on 
Foreign Relations and a seminar was held with the 
US Association of Former Members of Congress. 
On February 7, 2013, another workshop was held in 
Tokyo for the paperwriters. The final publication is 
scheduled for 2014.

Study Team

Yuichi Hosoya, Professor, Keio University
Satoru Mori, Professor, Hosei University
Takao Ochi, Member, House of Representatives
Jun Saito, CEO, Logos Education; former Member, 

House of Representatives
Harukata Takenaka, Professor, National Graduate 

Institute for Policy Studies
Yuka Uchida, former Political Secretary to the Foreign 

Minister of Japan [project director]
Ryo Sahashi, Research Fellow, JCIE; Associate 

Professor, Kanagawa University [project director]
James Gannon, Executive Director, JCIE/USA [project 

director]

Project Advisors

Gerald Curtis, Burgess Professor of Political Science, 
Columbia University

Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE; Chairman, 
Institute for International Strategy, JRI

Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE; Chairman, 
Institute for International Strategy, Japan Research 
Institute (JRI) [Advisory Group Chair]

Han Sung-joo, Chairman, Asan Institute for Policy 
Studies

Charles Morrison, President, East-West Center
Jusuf Wanandi, Vice Chairman, Board of Trustees, 

CSIS-Jakarta
Wang Jisi, Dean, School of International Studies, 

Peking University

The Vacuum of Political Leadership in 
Japan and Its Future Trajectory

Echoing a phenomenon that faces countries around 
the world, Japanese politics have recently been char-
acterized by the absence of strong political leadership. 
With a few exceptions, national leaders have been un-
able to maintain domestic support in recent years—as 
of 2013, Japan had 6 prime ministers in the last 6 years 
and a total of 15 have cycled in and out of office over 
the past 20 years. This political instability has increas-
ingly been reflected in Japan’s policymaking, and is 
made all the more worrying by the immense domes-
tic and international challenges that Japan is facing.

Naturally, the vacuum in political leadership has 
affected Japan’s foreign policy and its international 
standing. In order to better understand and deal with 
this phenomenon, JCIE convened a team of emerg-
ing leaders—individuals with a scholarly grounding 
but also real world experience in national politics and 
policymaking—to explore the future trajectory of po-
litical leadership and its implications for foreign pol-
icy, and especially for US-Japan relations. The project 
is being funded by Smith Richardson Foundation as 
well as the MRA House.

On February 29, 2012, the study team gathered in 
Tokyo for the first program workshop to discuss and 
identify the causes of Japan’s recent political instabil-
ity and the growing difficulties national leaders have 
had in projecting strong leadership. This was fol-
lowed by a series of roundtables and interviews with 

September 2012 briefing for Congressional staff (L. to R.: Jun Saito, 
Yuka Uchida, Ryo Sahashi, James Gannon, Sabine Schleidt)
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media, and civil society.

Supervisors:

Jusuf Wanandi, Vice Chairman, CSIS-Jakarta 
[Indonesia] 

Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE; Chairman, 
Institute for International Strategy, JRI [Japan]

Project Coordinators:

Rizal Sukma, Executive Director, CSIS-Jakarta 
[Indonesia]

Yoshihide Soeya, Director, Institute of East Asian 
Studies, Keio University [Japan]

Project Managers:

Clara Joewono, Vice Chair, CSIS-Jakarta 
[Indonesia]

Hideko Katsumata, Executive Director and COO, 
JCIE [Japan]

Study Group on ASEAN Economic Community

Co-Chairs:
Tham Siew Yean, Professor, National University of 

Malaysia
Fukunari Kimura, Professor, Keio University; Chief 

Economist, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN 
and East Asia [Japan]

Members:
Pratiwi Kartika, Researcher, CSIS-Jakarta 

[Indonesia]

ASEAN-Japan Strategic Partnership 
and  Regional Community Building

Various developments in Asia Pacific over the past 
decade have made it necessary to redefine the stra-
tegic value of Japan-ASEAN cooperation. With the 
adoption of the 2011 Joint Declaration for Enhancing 
ASEAN-Japan Strategic Partnership for Prospering 
Together and the ASEAN-Japan Plan of Action 
(2011–2015), the groundwork has been laid for a stra-
tegic partnership that will benefit not only ASEAN 
and Japan but also the wider international commu-
nity. Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Indonesia (Director-General for ASEAN 
Cooperation), as the proponent of a project on 
ASEAN-Japan Strategic Partnership funded for two 
years by the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF), 
requested that CSIS-Jakarta and JCIE compile policy 
recommendations on the ASEAN-Japan Strategic 
Partnership beyond 2015. 

In response, CSIS-Jakarta and JCIE launched a 
project to study the role and contributions of ASEAN-
Japan partnership in promoting regional community 
building in East and Southeast Asia, as well as in con-
tributing to global governance. The project is being 
carried out by three study groups consisting of sev-
eral dozen experts from Japan and ASEAN countries. 
These are coordinated by Rizal Sukma, executive di-
rector of CSISJakarta, and Professor Yoshihide Soeya 
of Keio University. 

A preparatory meeting was held in Bali, Indonesia, 
on September 1–2, 2012, and a three-day workshop 
was organized in Tokyo on February 2–4, 2013. In the 
first year, researchers are exploring Japan’s role in pro-
moting the integration of ASEAN and the framework 
of the Japan-ASEAN partnership. In the second year, 
the project will focus on the ways in which Japan-
ASEAN cooperation can contribute to the creation of 
an East Asian community, while helping to address 
global issues and improve global governance. The 
findings will inform the ASEAN Summit as well as 
the ASEAN-Japan Special Summit and will help fa-
cilitate dialogue between the relevant stakeholders, ASEAN-Japan Strategic Partnership and Regional Community 

Building preparatory meeting in Bali, Indonesia
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Thongkhoun Sengphachanh, Institute of Foreign 
Affairs [Laos]

Moe Thuzar, Lead Researcher, ISEAS, Singapore 
[Myanmar]

Risako Ishii, Assistant Professor, University of Tokyo 
[Japan]

An Enhanced Agenda for US-Japan 
Partnership

The wide-ranging developments that have begun to 
reshape Asia in recent years are driving the evolution 
of new regional relationships and institutions, and 
these changes will ultimately necessitate significant 
adjustments to the US-Japan relationship. With sup-
port from the Japan Foundation Center for Global 
Partnership, JCIE conducted a multiyear study ex-
ploring how revitalized bilateral cooperation can bet-
ter address common challenges, strengthen regional 
and global stability and prosperity, and ultimately 
make the US-Japan alliance more robust and versa-
tile. The project brought together a group of prom-
ising young Japanese and American policy experts, 
who worked with veteran leaders who have played a 
key role in US-Japan relations. 

Meetings were initially held in 2008 and 2009, 
and on September 16, 2011, members of the project 
team reconvened in Washington DC for a roundtable 
discussion on “Domestic Political Change and the 
Agenda for US-Japan Partnership,” co-hosted by JCIE 
and the German Marshall Fund of the United States. 
The roundtable explored recent changes in the US 
and Japanese political landscapes, and opportunities 
for partnership in areas outside of the core security 
alliance, including disaster response, energy supply 
and safety, the environment, maritime security, and 
international development. 

Six of the participants contributed to a working 
paper series that explores emerging areas where the 
US-Japan relationship can be deepened in order to 
face common challenges and strengthen regional 
and global stability. The papers were published in 

Vo Tri Thanh, Vice President, Central Institute for 
Economic Management [Vietnam]

Chayodom Sabhasri, Dean, Faculty of Economics, 
Chulalongkorn University [Thailand]

Sanchita Basu Das, Lead Researcher, Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) [Singapore]

Yuri Sato, Director-General, Area Studies Center,  
IDE-JETRO [Japan]

Study Group on ASEAN Political and Security 
Community

Co-Chairs:
Rizal Sukma
Yoshihide Soeya

Members:
Herman J. Kraft, Assistant Professor, University of 

the Philippines
Tang Siew Mun, Director of Foreign Policy 

and Security Studies, Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies [Malaysia]

Nguyen Hung Son, Director, Center for Regional 
and Foreign Policy Studies, Diplomatic Academy of 
Vietnam

Simon Tay, Chairman, Singapore Institute of 
International Affairs

Takeshi Yuzawa, Associate Professor, Hosei University 
[Japan]

Study Group on ASEAN Social and Cultural 
Community

Co-Chairs:
Carolina Hernandez, Emeritus Professor of Political 

Science, University of the Philippines; Founding 
President and Chair, Institute for Strategic and 
Development Studies

Motoko Shuto, Professor, University of Tsukuba 
[Japan]

Members:
Amara Pongsapich, Professor, Chulalongkorn 

University; Chairperson, National Human Rights 
Commission [Thailand]

Vannarith Cheang, Executive Director, Cambodian 
Institute for Cooperation and Peace
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JCIE regularly publishes East Asia Insights, a series of 
policy briefs that offers perspectives on the various is-
sues the region is facing, particularly in light of efforts 
to advance cooperation and community building in 
the region. Hitoshi Tanaka, a senior fellow at JCIE, 
serves as the main contributor, offering his analy-
sis on recent developments in East Asia community 
building as well as on critical bilateral and regional 
challenges. Recent topics include the following:

• “Recovering from Japan’s Disasters” (June 2011)
• “Consolidating East Asia Cooperation: A New Role 

for Northeast Asia” (August 2011)
• “Prime Minister Noda and Fixing the Futenma 

Impasse” (October 2011)
• “Bridging Asia and the Pacific: Japan’s Role in 

Reinforcing the US Pivot” (December 2011)
• “After the Launch: Moving Forward with North 

Korea” (April 2012)
• “Remembering Tadashi Yamamoto: Intellectual 

Dialogue for a New Era” (June 2012)
• “Politicizing the Senkaku Islands: A Danger to 

Regional Stability” (August 2012)
• “JapanROK Relations: Defusing Tensions to Build a 

Regional Partnership” (October 2012)
• “Myths of Decline: Why Japan Matters as China 

Rises” (December 2012)
• “A Reset for East Asia: Managing Risks Under New 

Leadership” (March 2013)

December 2011. (See publication section for fur-
ther information.)

Senior Advisor

Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE; Chairman, 
Institute for International Strategy, JRI

Military-Military and Civil-Military Cooperation on 
Nontraditional Security

Tetsuo Kotani, Research Fellow, Research Institute for 
Peace and Security, Japan

John Park, Senior Research Associate, Center for 
Conflict Analysis and Prevention; Director, Korea 
Working Group, United States Institute of Peace

Energy, Environment, and Climate Change

Llewelyn Hughes, Assistant Professor, George 
Washington University

Shoichi Itoh, Senior Researcher, Institute of Energy 
Economics, Japan

Human Security Aspects of Global Health and Other 
Development Issues

James Gannon, Executive Director, JCIE/USA
Eriko Sase, Lecturer, Graduate School of Medicine, 

University of Tokyo

Managing the International Financial System

Yuko Hashimoto, Economist, International Monetary 
Fund

Regionalism in East Asia: Bilateralism and 
Multilateralism

Phillip Lipscy, Assistant Professor, Stanford 
University

Satoru Mori, Professor, Hosei University
Ryo Sahashi, Associate Professor, Kanagawa 

University
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the impact of the financial and economic crises in 
Europe and worldwide; the implications of changes 
occurring in the Middle East and China; the role of 
business in global affairs; and the state of presidential 
politics and economic policy in the United States.

44th Annual Plenary Meeting—Berlin, March 
15–17, 2013
The 44th plenary opened in the German Bundestag-
Reichstag Building with discussions focused on 
Germany and the European economic crisis as 
well as Germany’s relations with the rest of Europe. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel offered the keynote ad-
dress. The following day, sessions looked at the 21st 
century agenda for international trade, China’s rise 
and its geopolitical implications, the events that have 
followed in the wake of the Arab awakening, and en-
ergy security and global climate change. On the last 
day, following a discussion on the current situation 
in the United States, participants devoted the final 
session to reflections on the 40th anniversary of the 
Trilateral Commission and discussions of the future 
direction of the commission.

Trilateral Commission

The Trilateral Commission, founded in 1973, is a 
nongovernmental forum of leading private citizens 
from Europe, North America, and Asia Pacific that 
aims to promote mutual understanding and closer 
cooperation on common problems facing these 
three major democratic, industrialized regions of 
the world. The commission, which operates through 
three regional secretariats, coordinates task forces 
on a variety of pressing issues in international af-
fairs and meets in regional groups as well as in an 
annual plenary to discuss these studies and to share 
perspectives on common political, economic, and 
foreign policy challenges. JCIE serves as the Asia 
Pacific Group Secretariat.

42nd Annual Plenary Meeting—Washington DC, 
April 8–10, 2011
When the 42nd annual meeting was convened in 
Washington DC, one underlying theme was the need 
to adjust global governance to existing power shifts 
and emerging global challenges. The Arab Spring and 
rise of the G20 were both discussed in this context, 
with a focus on measures to help ensure that these 
transitions lead to a more stable and equitable global 
order. A special briefing was also held on the March 11 
Japanese tsunami disaster.

43rd Annual Plenary Meeting—Tokyo, April 
20–22, 2012
Despite the somber mood as participants mourned the 
passing of JCIE President and Trilateral Commission 
Asia Pacific Director Tadashi Yamamoto just five days 
earlier, the 43rd plenary meeting went on as planned. 
The program began with a discussion of the govern-
ance challenges facing Japan, while subsequent ses-
sions examined the geopolitics of the South China 
Sea; the prospects for and challenges involved in 
building a future regional architecture in East Asia; 

Forums for Policy Discussion

Trilateral Commission chairs and vice chairs meeting with Prime 
Minister Noda (April 2012)
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delegation had the opportunity to meet with Prime 
Minister David Cameron, and their discussions fur-
ther stressed the importance of reinvigorating UK-
Japan relations to meet the challenges of the Japanese 
disaster as well as other international challenges. The 
Japanese participants also met with several other lead-
ers from the British government, including Secretary 
of State for Business Innovation and Skills Vince 
Cable and Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, 
Media and Sport Jeremy Hunt.

29th Meeting—Tokyo, May 23–26, 2012
Fifty senior leaders from the two countries at-
tended the 29th meeting of the group, engaging in 
a series of roundtable discussions on issues such 
as the domestic and regional developments in 
each country, the changing security and economic 
environment in East Asia, fiscal and financial 
challenges and the global economy, international 
development cooperation, prospects for UK-
Japan collaboration on defense and nuclear/en-
ergy issues, and other opportunities for UK-Japan 
cooperation. The UK delegation had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda, who expressed his commitment to closer 
cooperation with the UK, as was set out in the 
joint statement released during Prime Minister 
David Cameron’s April 2012 visit to Japan. 

Regional Meetings
In addition to the plenary meetings, each of the three 
regional groups meets annually to discuss issues 
pertinent to their region. The Asia Pacific Group’s 
2011 regional meeting took place on November 25–
27, 2011, in Bali, Indonesia. Participants discussed 
topics such as the economic and political integration 
of the ASEAN region, as well as how Asia can cope 
with regional leadership changes and the global 
economic crisis. On December 7–9, 2012, the Asia 
Pacific Group convened in Hong Kong to discuss 
the challenges of changing political leadership in the 
region, sustainable economic growth, and security 
issues in East Asia. This meeting also marked JCIE 
President Ken Shibusawa’s first meeting as the new 
director of the group, having been named to succeed 
Tadashi Yamamoto.

UK-Japan 21st Century Group

The UK-Japan 21st Century Group was launched in 
1985 at the joint recommendation of British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. It is a forum of pri-
vate sector, public sector, and civil society leaders 
that aims to promote dialogue and cooperation 
between the two countries. Following each of the 
group’s meetings, a summary report and recom-
mendations are submitted to the prime ministers 
of both countries. JCIE serves as the secretariat 
in Japan and the Asia House in London acts as its 
British counterpart.

28th Meeting—London, May 19–22, 2011
The 28th meeting brought together 32 senior Japanese 
and British figures to discuss potential areas for 
greater collaboration between Japan and the United 
Kingdom, such as emerging global political and se-
curity issues as well as the challenges faced by both 
countries in responding to fiscal pressures and com-
petition from the emerging economies. The devastat-
ing Japanese earthquake and tsunami of March 2011 
and the international ramifications of the disaster 

Foreign Minister Gemba addresses the 29th UK-Japan 21st Century 
Group Meeting
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Japanese-German Forum

The Japanese-German Forum was created in 1992 
in response to the call by Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa and Chancellor Helmut Kohl for a private, 
bilateral dialogue to promote mutual cooperation 
and understanding. Meetings have been held every 
year since, bringing together German and Japanese 
leaders from different sectors of society.

20th Japanese-German Forum—Tokyo, October 
4–5, 2011
Bringing together 37 participants from both coun-
tries, the forum opened with a keynote address on 
future energy policy by German Federal Minister 
of Education and Research Annette Schavan. Later 
that day, the German participants met with Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda and attended a reception 
hosted by Japanese Senior Vice Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ryuji Yamane, which was also attended by 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Koichiro Gemba and 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura. During 
the forum’s sessions, participants discussed key issues 
in the bilateral relationship, such as political and dip-
lomatic challenges for both countries; the impact of 
the earthquake in Japan; and the rise of China, India, 
and other emerging countries. At the end of the fo-
rum, the chairmen prepared a joint statement sum-
marizing the discussions and findings of the meeting, 
which was presented to Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda and Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

21st Japanese-German Forum—Berlin, Novem-
ber 6–7, 2012
Thirty-seven participants from the two countries en-
gaged in discussions focused on the new agenda and 
policies in each country in the context of their respec-
tive shifting political environments, pressing issues 
and potential areas for Japan-Germany cooperation 
in regard to energy security and the environment, 
and the new challenges presented by a growing East 
Asia. On November 6, the Japanese-German Forum 
was held for the first time within the Bundestag, 
and in the evening participants met with Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, who spoke with them about Germany 
and the EU, her country’s relations with the various 
European nations, and the importance of a multilat-
eral approach on China. The following day’s sessions 
were held at the Japanese-German Center Berlin, 
where Senior Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Shuji 
Kira was among the speakers.

Korea-Japan Forum

The Korea-Japan Forum was initiated in November 
1993 during a summit between South Korean 
President Kim Youngsam and Japanese Prime Min
is  ter Morihiro Hosokawa, where they called for the 
formation of a new, forward-looking relationship 
between the two countries. This continuing dialogue 
has played a critical role in promoting mutual under-
standing and expanding the network of cooperative 
relationships between the two countries. JCIE and the 
Korea Foundation serve as secretariats.

19th Korea-Japan Forum—Seoul, August 24–26, 
2011
Forty-eight politicians, scholars, journalists, and 
business executives from both countries gathered in 
Seoul to discuss how the bilateral relationship can be 
mobilized to promote political and economic stability 
as well as security in the region. The forum opened 
with a dinner hosted by Korean 1st Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade Suk-hwan Park and a pub-
lic session featuring Reconstruction Design Council Prime Minister Noda meets with the German co-chair during the 

20th Japanese-German Forum
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tion in facing security issues in Northeast Asia, global 
economic challenges, and cross-border issues such 
as disaster relief, and they discussed the new govern-
ments that had recently been elected in each coun-
try and the likely foreign policy approaches that each 
would adopt. The wrap-up session commemorated 
the 20th anniversary of the forum and focused on 
overcoming the various challenges facing bilateral 
ties and reconstructing a future-oriented Korea-
Japan relationship.  

Chairman Makoto Iokibe that was dedicated to the 
potential for Korea-Japan cooperation in response to 
the Japanese earthquake and tsunami disaster.

20th Korea-Japan Forum—Tokyo, December 
20–22, 2012
Despite mounting tensions in bilateral relations dur-
ing the summer of 2012, the co-chairs and secretariats 
persevered and convened the forum believing that 
dialogue was more critical than ever. The meeting 
opened with a dinner hosted by Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba. Over the next two days, participants 

Participants in the 20th Korea-Japan Forum, Tokyo
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Economic Partnership Policy (Guest speaker: Teiji 
Hayashi, Head, Economic Partnership Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Rebuilding US-Japan Relations
Rebuilding China-Japan Relations
The Korean Peninsula Issue
A Vision for East Asia Diplomacy

Preparing Future Leaders

Azabu Tanaka Juku

Azabu Tanaka Juku Seminar Series for 
Emerging Leaders
In order to encourage future leaders to develop dif-
ferent perspectives and increase awareness of Japan’s 
international role, JCIE launched the Azabu Tanaka 
Juku in 2006, a series of eight intensive evening semi-
nars for 15–25 young political leaders, government 
officials, corporate executives, journalists, and emerg-
ing intellectual leaders under the tutorage of Hitoshi 
Tanaka, JCIE senior fellow and former deputy min-
ister for foreign affairs. Prominent guest commenta-
tors, including diplomats and intellectuals, are also 
invited to add their insights, and the participants are 
invited to high-level international conferences and 
events organized by JCIE to further encourage their 
professional development. The project is funded by 
the Shibusawa Ei’ichi Memorial Foundation and by 
the MRA House. 

fy2011 Topics  (4th Series)

Structural Changes in International Relations
Foreign Policy Strategy
Diplomatic Tools
The Evolution of US-Japan Relations
The East Japan Earthquake, Tsunami, Nuclear Power 

Plant Accident, and Risk Management
The Korean Peninsula and its Future
Managing Japan-China Relations (Guest speaker: 

Former Ambassador to China Yuji Miyamoto) 
Political Response to the East Japan Earthquake, 

Tsunami, and Nuclear Power Plant Accident 
(Guest speaker: Columbia University Professor 
Gerald Curtis) 

fy2012 Topics (5th Series)

Structural Changes in International Relations
The Foreign Policy/Security System
Security Policy
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Fellowship Program

On June 15–18, 2011, JCIE coordinated a visit to 
Tokyo by 12 journalists participating in the Jefferson 
Fellowship program of the East-West Center (EWC). 
Established in 1967, the Jefferson Fellowship is the 
EWC’s oldest seminar program, bringing together 
print and broadcast journalists from the United States 
and Asia Pacific for professional dialogue, study, and 
travel. The spring 2011 Jefferson Fellowship focused 
on “New Challenges for Asia Pacific Security,” and 
11 journalists from eight different countries were 
brought to Tokyo to meet with their counterparts in 
the Japanese media industry, as well as with a range 
of leaders from government, business, and academia. 
Participants discussed the shifting security dynam-
ics in Asia Pacific and the role of USJapan security 
cooperation, as well as Japan’s foreign policy toward 
human security and emerging nontraditional secu-
rity issues. In addition to their stay in Tokyo, the par-
ticipants also traveled to Okinawa, Seoul, and Beijing. 


