Global ThinkNet
The Global ThinkNet Program enables JCIE to operate as a
network-oriented policy research institution, relying on a
relatively small core of in-house researchers who work together with outside experts and research institutions in
Japan and abroad. Since 1996, this program has allowed
JCIE to respond to the rapidly changing research agenda
of today’s world by engaging in policy-oriented study and
dialogue projects on cutting-edge issues. It has also served
as a vehicle for JCIE to strengthen and foster networks of independent policy research institutions and researchers both
in the Asia Pacific region and worldwide.
Two central themes for JCIE’s recent work have been
East Asia community building and human security. For
many years, JCIE has been promoting diverse joint research
and policy-related dialogue activities that are designed to
strengthen Japan’s relations with other East Asian nations.
As the notion of building a regional community in East
Asia has emerged and taken on new momentum, JCIE has
placed even greater emphasis on studies and dialogues
on this topic. New initiatives in this area include a joint research project on “Managing China-Japan-US Relations and
Strengthening Trilateral Cooperation,” and a study for the
Asia Pacific Agenda Project on “East Asia and a Rising India:
Prospects for the Region.”
Since the late 1990s, JCIE has also placed priority on exploring the concept of human security, which focuses on
reducing the sources of vulnerability of individuals and
communities. JCIE has been conducting a research project
that examines human security approaches to HIV/AIDS in
Asia and Africa, and it also carried out a study for the United
Nations Foundation on the theme of Japan’s human security
contribution through the United Nations and other international organizations. Moreover, JCIE has been actively exploring effective responses to the human security challenges of
communicable diseases through its work within the context
of the Friends of the Global Fund, Japan, and its support for a
working group on global health issues, which are described
in a separate section of this report.
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Policy Research and Dialogue
Asia Pacific Agenda Project
The Asia Pacific Agenda Project (APAP) has
been a centerpiece of Global ThinkNet activities
since 1996. With funding from Japan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, JCIE has organized a multinational consortium of policy research organizations
and academic institutions that works to strengthen
networks and enhance joint research and dialogue
among institutions and intellectual leaders in the
Asia Pacific region. The consortium institutions
sponsor joint policy research projects and hold
workshops, seminars, and an annual forum to discuss their research findings.

The Development of Trilateral Cooperation
among East Asia, North America, and E urope
in Global Governance—Prospects and
Challenges
APAP research in FY2006 focused on regional community building in East Asia and the ways in which
East Asia, North America, and Europe can work together to address pressing global problems. There
has been growing momentum behind the formation of a regional community in East Asia, as seen in
the 2005 launch of the East Asia Summit. But at the
same time, the incredible diversity and the heightened nationalist sentiments apparent around the
region have led many to realize that the path to community building will not be a smooth one. In light of
these developments, this project examined how national and regional governance might be improved
through East Asian regional initiatives and how this
can, in turn, foster stronger cooperation with other
regions of the world and ultimately contribute to
better global governance.
Participants presented preliminary draft papers at
the 12th APAP Forum in November 2006 (see below).
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The authors gathered again in Tokyo on March 10–11,
2007, to discuss revised drafts and to exchange opinions with outside policy experts. Their papers were
compiled as East Asia at a Crossroads and published
in the spring of 2008.

East Asia and a Rising India: Prospects for the
Region
As concrete steps have been taken to build up the
foundations for an East Asia community in recent
years, consensus has begun to emerge that India
should be a part of any serious regional communitybuilding efforts. Economic interdependence between
India and the countries of East Asia has climbed dramatically, and this has been accompanied by a growing awareness that the future of India is increasingly
intertwined with that of East Asia. In light of these
developments, the FY2007 APAP research project explored India’s growing relations with East Asia and the
significance of these ties in the context of the emerging East Asia community. A small APAP study group
was dispatched to New Delhi on November 20–24,
2007, to exchange views with key policy experts, and
the findings were presented at the 13th APAP Forum
in Singapore on December 14–15, 2007.

12th APAP Forum, Bali
The 12th APAP Forum was held in Bali on November
27–28, 2006, and focused on the “Development
of Trilateral Cooperation among East Asia, North
America, and Europe in Global Governance—
Prospects and Challenges.” Participants from each
region gathered to assess the level of regional cooperation in East Asia and ways in which interregional relations with Europe and North America can
be strengthened. Panels were organized to explore
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Session I: East Asia Community in Global
Governance—The Regional and Global Governance
Issues Related to the Process of East Asia Community
Building
Mohamed Jawhar, Chairman and CEO, Institute of
Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) [Malaysia]
East Asia Community in Global Governance
Jusuf Wanandi, Vice Chairman, Board of Trustees,
Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
Jakarta [Indonesia]

Northeast Asian Perspective
Qin Yaqing, Vice President, China Foreign Affairs
University [China]
Southeast Asian Perspective
Carolina G. Hernandez, Professor of Political
Science, University of the Philippines; Chair of
the Board of Directors, Institute for Strategic and
Development Studies [Philippines]
Session III: North American and European Perspectives
on East Asia Community Building
Yukio Satoh, President, Japan Institute of International
Affairs [Japan]
North American Perspective
Frank Jannuzi, East Asia Specialist, Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations [United States]
European Perspective
Karl Kaiser, Visiting Professor, John F. Kennedy School
of Government, Harvard University [Germany]

Economic Dimension
Jesus P. Estanislao, President and CEO, Institute of
Corporate Directors [Philippines]
Political Dimension
Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE [Japan]
Rizal Sukma, Deputy Executive Director, CSIS Jakarta
[Indonesia]
Session II: The Obstacles or Potential Obstacles to East
Asia Community Building
Charles E. Morrison, President, East-West Center
[United States]

Session IV: A Way Forward: The Future of East Asia
Community

13th APAP Forum, Singapore
On December 14–15, 2007, nearly two dozen experts
from around East Asia gathered in Singapore for the
13th APAP Forum on “East Asia and a Rising India:
Prospects for the Region.” After an opening dinner
on December 14, the participants gathered for a fullday workshop to explore the implications of India’s
growing interactions with East Asia and how to involve India in East Asia community-building initiatives. After a study team presented the findings from
an APAP study trip to New Delhi, a series of sessions
were held to examine diverse aspects of India’s relations with East Asia, how to better manage growing
mutual interdependence, and the role of India in the
East Asia Summit and other regional forums.

12th APAP Forum in Bali
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how regional community building can contribute
to better governance, what is needed to advance
regional community building, the global impact of
regionalism, and ways of ensuring that community
building can help enhance Asia’s contributions to the
international community.
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Session I: The Rise of India—Tentative Thoughts
Tadashi Yamamoto, President, JCIE [Japan]
Koji Watanabe, Senior Fellow, JCIE [Japan]
Takako Hirose, Professor of Indian Politics, Senshu
University [Japan]
Session II: Political and Security Dimension of the Rise
of India
Han Sung-joo, President, Korea University [Korea]
C. Raja Mohan, Professor, S. Rajaratnam School
of International Studies, Nanyang Technological
University [Singapore]
Charles Morrison, President, East-West Center
[United States]
Zhao Gancheng, Senior Fellow and Director, Shanghai
Institute of International Affairs [China]
Session III: Economic and Social Dimensions of the
Rise of India
Jesus Estanislao, President and CEO, Institute of
Corporate Directors [Philippines]
K. Kesavapany, Director, Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies [Singapore]
Naoki Tanaka, President, Center for International
Public Policy Studies [Japan]
Jusuf Wanandi, Vice Chairman, CSIS Jakarta
[Indonesia]
Session IV: India and East Asia: Way Forward for
Productive Cooperation
Paul Evans, Co-CEO and Chairman of Executive
Committee, Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada
[Canada]
Lee Shin-wha, Professor and Chair, Department of
Political Science and International Relations, Korea
University [Korea]
Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE [Japan]
Yeo Lay Hwee, Senior Research Fellow, Singapore
Institute of International Affairs [Singapore]
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Dialogue and Research Monitor: Toward
Community Building in East Asia
The Dialogue and Research Monitor: Toward Com
munity Building in East Asia is a biannual survey,
published in print and online, that regularly monitors policy-relevant dialogue and research at both
the governmental and nongovernmental levels dealing with the East Asian region. It focuses specifically
on dialogue and research projects that are multilateral in nature and are broadly related to security—
traditional, nontraditional, and human security—as
well as to regional community building. The Monitor,
which is published as an element of APAP, is accompanied by an overview report examining some of the
most significant trends during the survey period. The
January–June 2005 issue was published in May 2006,
while the July–December 2005 issue was published in
March 2007.

ASEM’s Role in Enhancing AsiaEurope Cooperation: Ten Years of
Achievements and Future Challenges
The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) was established
in 1996 to strengthen Asian-European relations,
which had traditionally been weak in contrast to
strong Asian–North American and European–North
American relations. While dialogue and cooperation
between the two regions at the official, governmental, and civil society levels has advanced since the first
ASEM summit meeting, significant global changes
over the past decade have changed expectations for
Asian-European cooperation.
JCIE has long served as the Asian secretariat for
the Council for Asia-Europe Cooperation, which is
the nongovernmental organ of ASEM. On the occasion of ASEM’s 10th anniversary, the foreign ministries of Finland and Japan requested that JCIE and the
University of Helsinki Network for European Studies
undertake a study to evaluate the ASEM process and
explore possible future directions. The final research
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East Asia Insights: Toward
Community Building
In January 2006, JCIE launched
East Asia Insights, a series of
policy briefs analyzing the
long-term community-building
process in East Asia. It is designed to offer perspectives on
the various issues the region
is facing, particularly in light
of the move toward greater
cooperation and community building in East Asia.
Hitoshi Tanaka, a senior fellow at JCIE, serves as the
main contributor, writing on recent developments in
East Asia community building as well as on critical
bilateral and regional challenges. Seven issues were
published individually in FY2006 and FY2007, and
these were also compiled and released as a book entitled Japan and Asia in Transition.
• Japan’s Perspective on the Korean Peninsula
(June 2006)
• Nationalistic Sentiments in Japan and Their Foreign
Policy Implications (January 2007)
• East Asia Community Building: Toward an “East
Asia Security Forum” (April 2007)
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• Five Myths about Dealing with North Korea:
A Japanese Perspective (June 2007)
• Japan’s Policy Agenda for East Asia (August 2007)
• Japanese Foreign Policy under Prime Minister
Yasuo Fukuda (October 2007)
• A Japanese Perspective on US Policy toward East
Asia (November 2007)
• Defining Normalcy: The Future Course of Japan’s
Foreign Policy (January 2008)

An Enhanced Agenda for US-Japan
Partnership
The wide-ranging developments that have begun to
reshape Asia in recent years are driving the evolution of new regional relationships and institutions,
and it seems clear that these will ultimately necessitate significant adjustments to the US-Japan relationship. For this reason, JCIE and the Japan Foundation
Center for Global Partnership are exploring how bilateral cooperation can be deepened in order to face
common challenges, strengthen regional and global
stability and prosperity, and ultimately make the USJapan alliance more robust and versatile. This project
convenes promising young Japanese and American
experts to survey Japanese and US policy on five key
issue areas, identify areas of potential divergence
and convergence, and examine where deeper bilateral cooperation or coordination would be natural

Study group participants pause for a photo in front of the US
Capitol Building with Hitoshi Tanaka
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report, ASEM in its Tenth Year: Looking Back, Looking
Forward, was presented to the ASEM Senior Officials
Meeting in March 2006.
This report served as the basis for “ASEM@10:
Connecting Civil Societies of Asia and Europe,” a
conference that took place in Helsinki on September
7–8, 2006, in conjunction with the ASEM 6 Summit.
The event marked a decade of ASEM cooperation and
offered an opportunity for dialogue between the 60
participating representatives of governments, NGOs,
and businesses. Senior officials coming to Helsinki for
the ASEM 6 Summit also joined the closing session,
which took the form of a high-profile public debate.
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and might potentially make a meaningful regional or
global contribution.
The study team made preliminary presentations at a
full-day workshop in New York on February 25, 2008,
where Hitoshi Tanaka, JCIE senior fellow and former
deputy foreign minister, offered commentary on the
considerations that a senior policymaker would need
to weigh in each issue area. On February 26–27, the
study team then took part in a program that included
a series of meetings with senior foreign policy analysts, scholars, former US policymakers, presidential
campaign advisors, and Congressional staff on various aspects of US-Japan relations. This included a
roundtable with the Japan Society of New York entitled “Managing Interests, Managing Expectations:
US-China-Japan Relations,” sessions arranged by the
Brookings Institution and the Council on Foreign
Relations, and visits to Columbia University, the
United Nations, and the US Senate.
Senior Advisor
Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE
Military-military and civil-military cooperation on
nontraditional security
Tetsuo Kotani, Research Fellow, Ocean Policy
Research Foundation
John Park, Program Officer, Northeast Asia, Center
for Conflict Analysis and Prevention; Co-director,
Trilateral Dialogue in Northeast Asia, United States
Institute of Peace

Eriko Sase, Assistant Professor of Community Health
and Program Director, Global Health Systems
Program, Center for Global Health Systems,
Management, and Policy, Wright State University
Managing the international financial system
Jennifer Amyx, Assistant Professor of Political Science,
University of Pennsylvania
Yuko Hashimoto, Economist, International Monetary
Fund; Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, Toyo
University
Regionalism in East Asia: bilateralism and
multilateralism
Phillip Lipscy, Assistant Professor of Political Science,
Stanford University
Satoru Mori, Research Fellow, Graduate School of Law
and Politics, University of Tokyo
Ryo Sahashi, Assistant Professor, Graduate School of
Public Policy, University of Tokyo; Research Fellow, JCIE

Human Security Approaches to
HIV/AIDS in Asia and Africa
The international community has been searching for effective approaches to the human security threat posed by HIV/AIDS since the first cases
emerged more than 25 years ago. Many countries are
now recognizing the need for more comprehensive

Energy, environment, and climate change
Llewelyn Hughes, Doctoral Candidate, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
Shoichi Itoh, Associate Senior Researcher, Economic
Research Institute for Northeast Asia (ERINA)
Human security aspects of global health and other
development issues
James Gannon, Executive Director, JCIE/USA
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Students in an alternative school program in Tanzania supported
by the UN Trust Fund for Human Security
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Managing China-Japan-US Relations
and Strengthening Trilateral
Cooperation
In 2007, JCIE launched a two-year study and dialogue
project aimed at developing a deeper understanding
of the complex dynamics of the China-Japan-US trilateral relationship, identifying the issues central to
managing stable and cooperative relations, and examining ways of promoting more meaningful cooperation on key challenges. This project brings together a
multinational team of leading experts to undertake a
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systematic, in-depth analysis of the dynamics of the
trilateral relationship.
One senior participant and three emerging intellectual leaders have been selected from each country,
and the team members are analyzing a wide range of
topics—including the emergence of regional community, financial cooperation, and tensions in the Taiwan
Straits—in the context of the trilateral relationship.
The project leaders held a series of planning meetings
throughout the spring of 2007, and the first paper
writers workshop was convened in Tokyo on October
14–16, 2007. In addition to the paper writers’ presentations, the workshop program included meetings
with a number of prominent foreign policy experts,
including Lee Su-hoon, chair of Korea’s Presidential
Committee on Northeast Asia Cooperation Initiative.
A second workshop is planned for Beijing in summer
2008, and the findings will then be compiled as an
edited volume.
Project Leaders:
China: Wang Jisi, Dean, School of International Studies,

Peking University
Japan: Ryosei Kokubun, Director, Institute of East

Asian Studies, Keio University
United States: Gerald Curtis, Burgess Professor of
Political Science, Columbia University
Project Participants:
Rumi Aoyama, Professor, Waseda University
Dai Jinping, Professor, Nankai University
Fan Shiming, Associate Professor, Peking University
M. Taylor Fravel, Assistant Professor, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
Gui Yongtao, Assistant Professor, Peking University
Yasuhiro Matsuda, Senior Fellow, National Institute
of Defense Studies
Andrew Oros, Assistant Professor, Washington College
Saadia Pekkanen, Professor, University of Washington
Katsuhiro Sasuga, Associate Professor, Tokai
University
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a pproaches to stemming the spread and impact of
HIV/AIDS by integrating their efforts on prevention, testing, treatment, and care. JCIE is exploring
ways to further expand this approach to incorporate
a human security perspective that would address
HIV/AIDS more comprehensively by focusing on
the interconnections between the disease and other
human security challenges, such as poverty, migration, inequality, and lack of access to education; by
bringing all sectors into the fight to provide not only
protection but also empowerment of vulnerable
populations; and by promoting integration of efforts
across disciplines and agencies.
Since late 2005, a JCIE research team has been developing case studies of projects in Asia and Africa
that take a human security approach to HIV/AIDS
in order to better understand how these approaches
work on the ground. As part of this project, nearly
25 experts from international organizations, NGOs,
and government agencies gathered on May 31, 2006,
for a workshop at JCIE to explore practical strategies
for enhancing human security in Asia and Africa and
strengthening cooperation between the regions on
this issue. Surin Pitsuwan, former foreign minister
of Thailand, served as a key commentator. A final report, Building Resilience: Human Security Approaches
to AIDS in Africa and Asia, is being prepared for publication in the spring of 2008.
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Survey of the State of US-China
Policy-Oriented Intellectual
Exchange and Dialogue

Survey of US Congressional
Approaches to East Asia After the
Midterm Elections

Over the past five to ten years, as many American
public intellectuals have begun to talk about USChina relations becoming the most important bilateral relationship for the United States, the amount of
nongovernmental, policy-oriented research and dialogue on China has increased and the frequency and
level of exchanges between American and Chinese
policy experts has climbed dramatically. In this context, JCIE carried out a survey to examine the state
of US policy-oriented intellectual exchange and dialogue on China with a special focus on how linkages between American and Chinese institutions
are growing through joint research, exchange, and
dialogue projects. One ultimate aim was to identify
ways in which Japan and China might also work to
strengthen their ties.
The study entailed the collection and analysis
of a wide range of information on research projects and dialogues organized by leading US foreign policy think tanks, research centers, and other
NGOs, which was supplemented by a series of interviews with leading experts in US-Asia policy
circles. Information was also collected in China on
the Chinese think tanks and universities that are the
most frequent counterparts for US institutions in
order to better understand the dynamics of the twoway exchanges that are underway.

JCIE was commissioned in FY2006 by the Japan
Foundation Center for Global Partnership to conduct a preliminary survey to gauge the impact of
the 2006 midterm elections on US Congressional
attitudes toward East Asia. From a historic
perspective, the midterm elections marked an
important political turning point in US politics,
ending 12 years of Republican domination of the
House of Representatives, switching the Senate
to Democratic hands, and greatly undercutting
President Bush’s power.
The 110th Congress comes at a transitional moment
for the United States in its relations with East Asia
and the rest of the world. International relations seem
to have reached a critical point, when the limits on
US dominance are becoming apparent, new powers
are emerging on the global scene, and international
institutions ranging from the world trading system
to the nonproliferation regime are faced with major
challenges. Against this backdrop, this report identified some of the key issues, the most important committees and individuals, and the various sources on
policy information that are important to follow and
analyze in order to understand the 110th Congress’s
likely approach to East Asia.
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Survey of Trends in US-Japan
Exchange

If human security approaches are to adequately respond to people’s needs, they ultimately require the
active participation and empowerment of the people
and communities they are designed to support. With
this in mind, JCIE conducted a preliminary study
in 2007 that surveyed how people working at the
grassroots level in several communities in developing countries perceive human security. In July and
August, JCIE researchers traveled to Thailand and
Indonesia to explore how they might engage community leaders in a dialogue about human security
and its relevance to their own situations. In northern
Thailand, they met with individuals and organizations
working with undocumented migrants from Burma,
and in Aceh, Indonesia, they interviewed academic
and NGO leaders engaged in post-conflict peace
building and post-tsunami reconstruction. A report
was submitted to the Sasakawa Peace Foundation in
October 2007.

Over the summer of 2007, the Japan Foundation
Center for Global Partnership commissioned JCIE to
survey the state of US-Japan exchange to assess efforts
to strengthen bilateral relations and the US-Japan
Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange
(CULCON). The final report analyzed trends in USJapan exchange in the fields of academia, student
exchange, cultural exchange, policy-oriented intellectual exchange, and nongovernmental interactions.
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Preliminary Study on Community
Perspectives on Human Security
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Support and Cooperation for
Research and Dialogue
Trilateral Commission
The Trilateral Commission, founded in 1973, is a nongovernmental forum of leading private citizens from
Europe, North America, and Pacific Asia that aims to
promote mutual understanding and closer cooperation on common problems facing these three major
democratic, industrialized regions of the world. The
commission, which operates through three regional
secretariats, coordinates task forces on a variety of
pressing issues in international affairs. It meets in regional groups as well as in an annual three-day plenary to discuss these studies and to share perspectives
on common political, economic, and foreign policy
challenges. JCIE serves as the Pacific Asia secretariat.
The 37th annual plenary of the Trilateral Com
mission was convened in Tokyo, Japan, on April
22–24, 2006. With more than 200 attendees, it was
the largest meeting of the commission ever held in a
Pacific Asia country, perhaps reflecting the increasing relative weight of Asia in global affairs. Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi opened the meeting and
Foreign Minister Taro Aso hosted a reception for the
participants at the government’s official guesthouse.
Discussions at the two-day meeting focused on the

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi addresses the 37th annual
plenary of the Trilateral Commission
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changing role of Japan in the world in light of the
various domestic changes, prospects for and implications of the emerging East Asia community, the need
for new global frameworks to ensure energy security,
means of engaging Russia more productively in the
international community, prospects for the Doha
Round of WTO negotiations, and new challenges of
nuclear proliferation. In addition to a conference report, Challenges to Trilateral Cooperation, two separate task force reports were published—Engaging
with Russia: The Next Phase (a Japanese version was
published by Nihon Keizai Shimbun) and Nuclear
Proliferation: Risk and Responsibility.
In accordance with the regular regional rotation,
the 38th plenary was held in Europe in Brussels,
Belgium, on March 16–19, 2007. The long list of
prominent speakers included José Manuel Barroso,
president of the European Commission, and a special reception was hosted at the royal palace by Prince
Philippe of Belgium. The conference sessions spanned
a wide range of issues related to pressing global and
regional security issues, the world trading system, and
relations with the Middle East, and they included the
presentation of a task force report on Energy Security
and Climate Change.
The 2006 Pacific Asia Regional Meeting was held
on November 25–27, 2006, in Bali. More than 30 participants gathered to discuss such topics as security
challenges in East Asia, including the North Korean
situation; regional energy security; the implications
of new leadership for Japan’s foreign policy direction;
and the geopolitical implications of the reemergence
of China, Russia, and India. The 2007 regional meeting was held in Singapore on December 15–17, with
incoming ASEAN Secretary-General Surin Pitsuwan
serving as a keynote speaker. Special focus was placed
on the progress of regional community building and
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engaged in a series of roundtables on international
economics, domestic and regional developments,
climate change, and UK-Japan cooperation on
African development.

UK-Japan 21st Century Group

Japanese-German Forum

The UK-Japan 21st Century Group (formerly the UKJapan 2000 Group) was launched in 1985 at the joint
recommendation of British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher and Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone. It is a forum of private sector, public sector, and civil society leaders that aims to promote
dialogue and cooperation between the two countries.
Following each of the group’s meetings, a summary
report and recommendations are submitted to the
prime ministers of both countries. JCIE serves as the
secretariat in Japan and the Asia House in London
acts as its British counterpart.
The 23rd annual meeting of the UK-Japan 21st
Century Group was held in Tokyo on February
8–10, 2007, under the joint chairmanship of Yasuhisa
Shiozaki (member, House of Representatives) and
Jack Cunningham (member, House of Commons).
Thirty-six leaders from the two countries discussed
a number of domestic and global issues for which
closer bilateral cooperation could be especially effective. Topics included the domestic and foreign policy
priorities of Japan and the UK, global security challenges facing the two countries, emerging East Asia
and the Japanese and British corporate responses,
and UK and Japanese responses to climate change.
The UK delegation met with Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, who expressed particular satisfaction with the
outcome of his meeting with Prime Minister Blair the
previous month and their extensive agreement on cooperation in certain crucial areas.
The 24th annual forum moved to the United
Kingdom and was convened on March 27–30, 2008.
The program began with a meeting with UK Foreign
Secretary David Miliband. The 34 participants then

The Japanese-German Forum (formerly the JapaneseGerman Dialogue Forum) was created in 1993 in response to the call by Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa
and Chancellor Helmut Kohl for a private, bilateral
dialogue to promote mutual cooperation and understanding. Meetings have been held every year since,
bringing together German and Japanese leaders from
different sectors of society.
Twenty-three participants gathered for the 15th
Japanese-German Forum in Berlin on October 12–14,
2006, to discuss East Asia’s evolving political and economic dynamics, energy security, common socioeconomic challenges caused by aging populations, and
ways to meet common challenges through innovation.
Vice Chancellor Franz Müntefering held a reception
for the participants on the final day of the meetings,
and the chairmen prepared a set of recommendations
that was presented to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Chancellor Angela Merkel.
The 16th Japanese-German Forum was then held
in Tokyo on October 2–3, 2007. The 38 participants
debated a wide range of issues, including changing
sociopolitical dynamics in Japan and Germany, East
Asia regional developments, and how the two countries can jointly work to improve energy security,
combat global warming, and help foster greater innovation in the fields of science and technology.
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Korea-Japan Forum
The Korea-Japan Forum was initiated in November
1993, during a summit meeting between South Korean
President Kim Young-sam and Japanese Prime
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environmental and energy security, and a session was
also convened to reflect on the lessons and the longterm impact of the Asian financial crisis that occurred
10 years earlier.
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Minister Morihiro Hosokawa where they called for
the formation of a new, forward-looking relationship
between the two countries. This continuing dialogue
has played a critical role in promoting mutual understanding and expanding the network of cooperative
relationships between the two countries. JCIE and the
Korea Foundation serve as the secretariats.
On August 29–31, 2006, nearly 50 Japanese and
Korean leaders from the worlds of politics, business,
media, and academia gathered in Awajishima, Japan,
for the 14th meeting of the Korea-Japan Forum.
Participants reviewed recent trends in each country
and in the relationship, focusing on potential areas
for Japan-Korea cooperation to address common security issues and assist economic development in East
Asia. Participants also examined areas of the bilateral
relationship that pose an obstacle to cooperation, discussing the current debates within each country on
those issues as well as the steps that might be taken to
overcome them.
Another 44 business executives, politicians, journalists, and scholars convened for the 15th KoreaJapan Forum in Busan, Korea, on August 28–30,
2007. At a time of political turmoil in Japan and with
the presidential campaign starting in Korea, the participants discussed domestic political change in both
countries and the potential implications for bilateral
and regional relations. Special focus was placed on
ways of strengthening Korea-Japan relations, which
have been strained in recent years by rising nationalist sentiments in both countries. The participants also
discussed responses to shared economic challenges

and the potential benefits of heightened efforts to
promote East Asia regional community building.

US-Japan-China Trilateral Conference
On January 7–8, 2008, nearly 30 senior policy experts from China, Japan, and the United States gathered in Beijing for the 4th US-Japan-China Trilateral
Conference. The discussions over the two days covered various aspects of the complex trilateral relationship, ranging from the interlinkages among domestic
politics and foreign policy in the three countries to
energy issues and regional challenges such as crossStrait relations and North Korea. Additional outside
meetings were also held with senior Chinese officials.
The Brookings Institution and China Foreign Affairs
University were co-organizers of the conference, and
cooperating institutions included Peking University
and the Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) in Washington DC. This was the first year that
JCIE served as Japanese co-organizer of the conference, taking over from the Keizai Koho Center.

Northeast Asia Cooperation Dialogue
The Northeast Asia Cooperation Dialogue (NEACD)
was launched in 1993 by the Institute on Global
Conflict and Cooperation of the University of
California, San Diego. The NEACD meetings serve
as a unique, multilateral, Track 2 forum, involving
foreign ministry officials, defense ministry officials,
military officers, and academics from China, Japan,
North Korea, Russia, South Korea, and the United
States. The NEACD keeps vital lines of communication open in Northeast Asia by providing regularly
scheduled meetings in an informal setting, allowing
participants to candidly discuss issues of regional security and cooperation. For 2005–2006, JCIE served
as the Japanese secretariat for the meetings.

14th meeting of the Korea-Japan Forum
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East Asia–EU Think Tank Dialogue
Since 1999, Germany’s Konrad Adenauer Stiftung and
the Institute of Strategic and International Studies in
the Philippines have been organizing a Track 2 think
tank dialogue to promote intellectual exchange and
policy-oriented collaboration between scholars from
Asian and EU countries. With JCIE as a co-organizer,
the 9th dialogue was held in Japan for the first time
on October 4–6, 2007. The central conference theme
was “Global Governance in the 21st Century and the
Role of Europe, East Asia and the United States,” and
nearly 30 senior policy analysts from throughout
Asia and Europe gathered to discuss common global
challenges, such as energy security, and how regional
institution-building efforts might be managed to contribute to better global governance. A public forum
featuring a keynote address by incoming ASEAN
Secretary-General Surin Pitsuwan was held on the
afternoon of October 5 on “Global Governance in the
21st Century and Common Challenges for East Asia
and Europe.”

Research and Dialogue in
Conjunction with the UN Foundation
Board Meeting in Japan
The United Nations Foundation’s board met in Japan
in October 2006, and JCIE helped facilitate its weeklong series of meetings. In preparation for the board
meeting, JCIE was commissioned to carry out two
research and dialogue projects during the summer
and early autumn of 2006. The first study was on
the theme of “Japan’s Human Security Contribution
through the United Nations and Other International
Organizations.” JCIE researchers worked with task
force director Keizo Takemi, a member of the House
of Councillors and senior vice-minister for health,
labor and welfare, in preparing this report, which
was based on a series of interviews with UN representatives, government officials, and experts from
academia and the nongovernmental sector. A symposium held on October 27 at UN University to discuss the findings was attended by nearly 100 people,
with Sadako Ogata (president, Japan International
Cooperation Agency; former UNHCR) as a keynote
speaker, and with Nobel Laureate Mohammed Yunus
(Grameen Bank) and Emma Rothschild (Cambridge
University) as commentators.
A task force led by Hatsuhisa Takashima, former
foreign ministry press secretary and executive controller general for the Japan Broadcasting Corporation
(NHK), carried out the second study project,

UN Foundation board members Ted Turner and Mohammed Yunus
attend symposium in Tokyo
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On April 9–11, 2006, the 17th NEACD meeting was
held in Tokyo. The event began with a special workshop held on April 9, before the full plenary meeting, to focus on North Korean economic and energy
development in the context of the nuclear issue. The
plenary meeting began the following day and examined national perspectives on regional security, issues
related to nuclear verification, and future prospects
for Track 1 and Track 2 diplomacy. In light of the fact
that the North Korean delegation to the NEACD
was led by its chief nuclear negotiator, Vice Foreign
Minister Kim Kye Gwan, and the US delegation was
led by Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill,
the meeting drew intense media attention because of
its implications for the stalled Six-Party Talks.
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which focused on “Japan and the United Nations.”
Interviews were conducted with government and
UN officials, and with various foreign policy experts,
and the findings were presented at a workshop held
on October 26 with members of the UN Foundation
board and others.
In addition, JCIE helped organize a major round
table on October 28, sponsored by the UN Foundation,
Hiroshima University, and the UN Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR) Hiroshima Office
on the theme of “The Message of Hiroshima for
Today’s World.”

Facilitation of the World Bank ABCDE
Tokyo Conference: Human Security
Workshop
On May 29–30, 2006, the World Bank held its global
Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics
(Global ABCDE) in Tokyo, marking the first time it
had held this event in East Asia. The overall theme
of the conference was “Rethinking Infrastructure for
Development.” As part of that conference, JCIE organ
ized a workshop on human security, “Why Human
Security Now? Challenges for Implementation at
Regional and Country Levels,” which took place on
May 29.
The concept of human security is being adopted by
an increasing number of institutions as an element of
their policy frameworks, and in February 2005, the
World Bank’s board endorsed a new social development strategy in which human security was identified
as a concept consistent with their policy. This workshop was intended to examine how the concept of human security has emerged as a central focus of efforts
to address global and regional challenges, and participants explored the effectiveness and added value of
ensuring human security in today’s world at the operational level. Speakers included Surin Pitsuwan, former Thai foreign minister, and Steen L. Jorgensen of
the World Bank. JCIE’s president, Tadashi Yamamoto,
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participated in the workshop and also served as a
panelist for a session the following day on the role
of private foundations in meeting the Millennium
Development Goals.

Intellectual Dialogue Between Japan
and the Middle East: In Search of
Shared Experiences
At the request of the Japanese government, JCIE and
the Japan Foundation organized a weeklong delegation to the Middle East on June 3–9, 2007, to meet
with a wide range of Turkish, Israeli, and Palestinian
leaders. A series of discussions and roundtables were
carried out in conjunction with leading institutions to
explore how to deepen mutual understanding between
Japan and people from different backgrounds in the
Middle East and ways of cooperating on shared challenges. Discussions focused on the themes of “Japan
and Turkey in the World: Tradition and Reform” and
“Japanese, Israelis, and Palestinians in the World,”
and the events included public symposiums with key
opinion leaders in each destination.
Delegation Members:
Masayuki Yamauchi, Professor, History of
International Relations and Islamic Area Studies,
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University
of Tokyo
Shinichi Kitaoka, Professor, Political Science,
Graduate School of Law and Politics, University
of Tokyo
Atsuko Toyama, President, New National Theatre,
Tokyo; former Minister of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology
Junichi Chano, Managing Director, Japanese Studies
and Intellectual Exchange Department, Japan
Foundation
Akiko Fukushima, Senior Fellow, Japan Foundation
Hideko Katsumata, Managing Director and Executive
Secretary, JCIE
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