Center-wide
initiatives
on emerging
challenges
As the challenges facing Japan and the international
community have become more complex, it has become
apparent that there is a need for greater coordination
and cooperation between diverse sectors of society, both
domestically and internationally. In order to effectively
respond to emerging issues, a growing number of JCIE’s
initiatives now cut across its three programmatic pillars—Global ThinkNet, Political Exchange Programs, and
CivilNet—drawing on the expertise and strong networks
developed in these areas and bringing together leaders
from various fields. For example, JCIE’s work in the field
of human security, which attempts to deal in a comprehensive manner with the interconnected threats facing
individuals and communities in developing countries,
would not be effective without the active involvement of
policy experts and scholars, politicians, and civil society
organizations.
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Friends of the Global Fund, Japan
One of the most prominent initiatives currently being
undertaken by JCIE is the operation of the Friends of
the Global Fund, Japan (FGFJ), which has developed
out of JCIE’s longtime work as a proponent of human security and which benefits from JCIE’s capacity
to mobilize leaders from different sectors of society.
The FGFJ was launched in 2004 to support the work
of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria, a Geneva-based organization that is the main
coordinating body to provide international financing
for the fight against these three deadly diseases, which
together kill more than 6 million people each year.
Chaired by former Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori, the
FGFJ aims to mobilize participation from all sectors
of Japanese society, as well as from throughout Asia,
in the worldwide fight against communicable diseases. Its work has taken on particular significance in
the lead-up to the 2008 G8 Summit in Toyako, Japan,
and many of its recent activities have been geared
toward raising the profile of communicable diseases
on the summit agenda.

Mobilizing Leadership

The FGFJ works to engage Japanese leaders in a
number of ways. A cross-section of 16 leading figures
in Japan—from politics, government, business, academia, civil society, and medicine—meet as members
of the FGFJ board in order to strategize on ways to
promote greater cooperation on communicable diseases and to reach out to the leadership of the sectors
they represent. They regularly convene for roundtables with overseas leaders visiting Japan, who in
the past two years have ranged from Global Fund executives to Bill Gates, George Soros, and Bono. The
FGFJ and members of the board also play an active
role in governmental and quasi-governmental initiatives related to communicable diseases. For example,
the Japanese delegation to the May 31–June 2, 2006,
UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS
(UNGASS) was led by the chair of the FGFJ board,
former Prime Minister Mori, and included two FGFJ
board members as well as FGFJ Director Tadashi
Yamamoto as a special advisor. The FGFJ also makes
a regular practice of facilitating meetings with key
governmental and nongovernmental figures for overseas leaders and representatives of international or
ganizations when they visit Japan.

As one core component of FGFJ activities, JCIE
works to engage key leaders in Japan and around the
world more actively in the fight against HIV/AIDS,
malaria, and tuberculosis. The support of key political and governmental leaders is needed in order to
convince the Japanese government to continue making substantial contributions, both financial and
otherwise, to the Global Fund and the worldwide
campaign to battle these diseases. Meanwhile, it is
important to mobilize leadership in other sectors of
society as well, ranging from business to civil society,
academia, and medicine.
Rep. Ichiro Aisawa visits a South African village ravaged by AIDS
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FGFJ Diet Task Force

Diet Task Force Study Meetings
On May 30, 2006, a dozen members of the Diet Task
Force met with then Senator Surin Pitsuwan, a former Thai foreign minister who has since assumed
the post of ASEAN secretary-general. Dr. Surin discussed the important role of political leadership in
the fight against HIV/AIDS, which was vital to the
success of Thailand’s 100 percent condom use campaign. A roundtable was held on October 16, 2006,
with George Soros, the famous investor who founded
the Open Society Institute, which supports initiatives
around the world to stop the spread of communicable
diseases. On February 6, 2007, members met with
Christoph Benn, the Global Fund’s director of external relations, and Katsumi Hirano, executive director
of the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)
Johannesburg Center, who discussed the impact of
HIV/AIDS in South Africa and on the Japanese business community. A fourth roundtable was also held
on November 9, 2007, in conjunction with the Japan
visit of Akudo Anyanwu Ikemba, CEO of Friends of
the Global Fund Africa.
Diet Task Force Visit to South Africa
From June 29 to July 4, 2006, FGFJ Diet Task
Force Director Ichiro Aisawa (member, House
of Representatives, LDP) and Task Force member Hiroyuki Nagahama (member, House of
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FGFJ Events and Roundtables with Overseas
Leaders
The FGFJ arranges for leaders in the field of communicable diseases from around the world who visit
Japan to meet with key figures from different sectors
of Japanese society as part of its efforts to help energize the movement in Japan and promote international cooperation on this topic. Prominent events
over the past two years included the following.
Roundtable with Bill Gates
On April 21, 2006, Bill
Gates, co-chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation,
joined Representative Ichiro
Aisawa, Deputy Foreign
Minister Mitoji Yabunaka,
and members of the FGFJ
board from various sectors of Japanese society for
a special briefing session
on Japan’s response to the Former Prime Minister Yoshiro
spread of the major com- Mori welcomes Bill Gates
municable diseases.
Roundtables with George Soros
A number of meetings with key political and social
leaders were arranged for George Soros, founder of
the Open Society Institute, on October 16, 2006.
In addition to a session with the FGFJ Diet Task
Force, Soros participated in a roundtable with the
FGFJ board of directors, chaired by former Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori, where he reflected on his
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A multiparty task force of Diet members has been
created to examine ways to broaden Japan’s international role in combating the global threats of AIDS,
tuberculosis, malaria, and other communicable diseases. This task force has 21 members from all of the
major parties in Japan. It is chaired by former Prime
Minister Mori and operates with Ichiro Aisawa, chair
of the House Budget Committee, as its director. The
FGFJ Diet Task Force convenes several times a year
for discussions with leaders from around the world,
and members are invited to participate in various
FGFJ activities.

Representatives, DPJ) traveled to South Africa to visit
communities ravaged by the AIDS epidemic and to
attend the Global Fund Partnership Forum. In addition to meeting with families affected by the disease,
community leaders, and service providers who are
being assisted by the Global Fund, they also visited
businesses to learn about their workforce and philanthropic programs.
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own support for efforts to fight the spread of communicable diseases and the importance of strong
engagement from all sectors of society, particularly
civil society.

production of anti-malaria bed nets—as well as with
top government officials.

Visit Program for Bono

The FGFJ arranged a series of meetings on July 25–27,
2007, for Michel Kazatchkine on the occasion of his
first visit to Japan since being named executive director of the Global Fund. This included a seminar that
focused on the Global Fund’s work and ways of guaranteeing that the momentum that started with the proposal of the Global Fund at the Okinawa G8 Summit
eight years ago will be maintained. Kazatchkine and
Christoph Benn served as the main speakers for this
seminar, which included nearly 80 senior government officials, business executives, diplomats, and
civil society leaders.

In cooperation with DATA [Debt AIDS Trade Africa]
and Japan’s Hottokenai—Sekai no Mazushisa, the
FGFJ arranged a number of meetings and events for
singer and activist Bono between November 28 and
December 1, 2006. Bono met with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, JICA President Sadako Ogata, and other
key leaders to discuss AIDS and poverty in Africa; he
spoke at a roundtable with 19 top figures from differ-

Seminar: From Heiligendamm to Toyako—The
Global Fund on the G8 Agenda

Global Health Roundtable: Addressing Challenges in
Global Health—How the Public and Private Sectors
Can Work Together

Activist and rocker Bono takes part in an FGFJ roundtable

ent sectors of society; and he took part in a “Red and
White reception” that drew more than 200 Japanese
leaders in the fields of the arts, business, entertainment, media, and politics.
Exchange with Friends of the Global Fund Africa
On November 5–10, 2007, a weeklong visit program
was arranged for Akudo Anyanwu Ikemba, CEO
and founder of Friends of the Global Fund Africa, in
order to help strengthen the ties between the FGFJ
and its African counterpart. This included a roundtable with the FGJF board, including its chair, former
Prime Minister Mori, and a session with the FGFJ
Diet Task Force. Meetings were also arranged with
business leaders—including representatives of the
Japanese Business Federation (Keidanren) and executives at Sumitomo Chemical, a global leader in the
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The FGFJ convened a roundtable on global health in
Tokyo on August 6, 2007, with Dr. Tadataka Yamada,
president of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s
Global Health Program, as well as Deputy Foreign
Minister Masaru Kohno, sherpa for the Toyako G8
Summit, and Sumie Ishii, executive director of the
Japanese Organization for International Cooperation
in Family Planning. Approximately 50 civil society
leaders, business executives, scholars, government officials, and journalists attended the event.

Promoting Regional Cooperation
As people and goods move across national bounda
ries more frequently, so do communicable diseases.
It is no longer sufficient to focus responses solely
at the national level; regional and cross-border cooperation is also needed. Therefore, the FGFJ aims
to promote greater understanding among countries
in East Asia of the challenges of communicable
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Comparative Research on Responses to
the Spread of Communicable Diseases in
East Asia

East Asian Regional Cooperation in the Fight
against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria—
Beijing Conference

In order to lay the groundwork for joint regional
policy responses and actions in East Asia, the FGFJ
conducted a major study to examine responses to the
spread of HIV/AIDS around East Asia. This project
was designed to advance general understanding of
the challenges of communicable diseases and develop
a regional network of leaders from diverse sectors
who actively seek common solutions. A conference
was held in Tokyo in June 2005, to exchange views on
the reports of 12 project researchers from Australia,
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, and
Vietnam. The researchers’ papers were then compiled
and published in April 2006 as Fighting a Rising Tide:
The Response to AIDS in East Asia. Editions were also
published in Chinese in June 2006, and in Japanese
in 2007.

On July 10–11, 2006, the FGFJ brought together more
than 100 government, business, NGO, and philanthropic leaders from around the world for a major
conference in Beijing, China, to examine East Asian
regional cooperation in the fight against communicable diseases. At a time of considerable tension
between Japan and China, this meeting was cosponsored by the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, as well as by the Global Fund. China’s Vice
Minister of Health Huang Jiefu, Representative Ichiro
Aisawa of Japan (then acting secretary-general of the
ruling LDP), and Global Fund Executive Director
Richard Feachem opened the conference. Prominent
scholars and practitioners from around the region
exchanged views on the challenges they are facing in
fighting these diseases, China’s response, and effective strategies for promoting regional cooperation. A
series of case studies were presented on cross-border
initiatives that different countries and organizations
are undertaking in East Asia to deal with HIV/AIDS,
malaria, and tuberculosis, and participants worked
to distill common lessons from these examples. The
proceedings of the conference were published as
East Asian Regional Cooperation in the Fight against
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

Beijing Conference on East Asian Regional Cooperation in the Fight
against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria
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Mobilizing Corporate Responses
The challenges posed by communicable diseases have
proven to be too large for the public sector to deal
with alone, so one mission of the FGFJ is to promote
greater involvement by the corporate sector. The FGFJ
works to engage Japanese corporations in its activities,
raise awareness among business executives of steps
their companies can take to help stem the spread of
communicable diseases among their employees and
in the communities in which they operate, and encourage companies to participate more fully in the
global fight against the disease. This is done by advising Japanese corporations on workplace programs
and philanthropic initiatives and by undertaking special activities, including those outlined below, to raise
awareness and share best practices regarding corporate responses to communicable diseases. The FGFJ
also supports international efforts to engage Japanese
corporations in the battle against these diseases,
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 iseases and encourage greater cooperation in red
sponding to them.

notably including the Product (RED) campaign,
which is designed to benefit the Global Fund.
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Corporate Responses to Communicable
Diseases: Case Studies of Innovative
Responses
The FGFJ has launched an in-depth study of roughly
a dozen major corporations around the world that
are undertaking exemplary initiatives in the fight
against communicable diseases. FGFJ researchers
are compiling case studies of particularly effective
programs in order to identify models that corporations, especially Japanese firms, can emulate or
look to for inspiration. Information on these cases
was gathered through research, field visits to project sites in Asia, Africa, and the United States, and
interviews with corporate executives. An interim report on the case studies was presented at a symposium in Tokyo on February 5, 2007, which included
roughly 120 participants from business, civil society,
and academia. A roundtable on “Partnerships for
Fighting Communicable Diseases” was then held the
following day, February 6, so that a smaller group of
business executives, government officials, and NGO
leaders could candidly debate the challenges they
face in forming cross-sectoral partnerships to deal
with these diseases. The case studies are being compiled for publication in Japanese and English.

Raising Public Awareness and
Engaging the Media
The FGFJ also aims to raise public awareness and
understanding about the threats of communicable
diseases through various activities and its website.
Special efforts are made to engage the media. For
example, one-on-one briefings are often held for
journalists and media representatives are regularly
involved in FGFJ activities in order to encourage
them to gain a deeper understanding of communicable diseases and global health. The FGFJ also acted
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as an intermediary in facilitating Japanese media participation in a December 2006 media delegation to
Southeast Asia to visit Global Fund project sites.
In addition, the FGFJ occasionally undertakes initiatives and organizes special events designed to reach
the general public. For example, All Nippon Airways
(ANA), one of Japan’s leading airlines, agreed to broadcast an in-flight public service announcement on its
video system for all of its domestic flights during the
three-month period of September–November 2006.
This video clip highlighted the work of the Global
Fund to stem the spread of deadly diseases, and it
was accompanied by a two-page spread in ANA’s inflight magazine. The video and the magazine piece,
which were designed in a partnership among ANA,
the FGFJ, and the Global Fund, are estimated to have
reached as many as 12 million passengers.
The FGFJ also facilitated the production of a television special on George Soros’s philanthropic efforts to
fight communicable diseases for NHK, one of Japan’s
major broadcasting corporations. FGFJ Director
Tadashi Yamamoto traveled to New York in May 2007
to interview Soros for the program, which highlighted
his reflections on the need for strong commitments to
fighting communicable diseases and his admiration
for the work of the Global Fund. The interview premiered in Japan on June 16, 2007, as part of the series
Mirai e no teigen (Proposal for the future). Its contents
were later transcribed and published (in Japanese)
in January 2008 as
a book that is being
mass marketed by
NHK Publishing.

Pamela Anderson and John Demsey
present the FGFJ with a contribution
from the M•A•C AIDS Fund
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Challenges in Global Health and
Japan’s Contributions
Research and Working Group on
Challenges in Global Health
A working group comprising senior practitioners,
policy experts, and government officials was launched
in September 2007 to study Japan’s potential contributions to global health in the lead up to the G8
Summit. The group is compiling a major report for
submission to an international symposium, “From
Okinawa to Toyako: Dealing with Communicable
Diseases as Global Human Security Threats,” which
will be held on May 23–24, 2008. In preparing this
report, the working group has been meeting with representatives from international organizations, think
tanks, and government agencies around the world.
This has included, for example, a February 7, 2008,
roundtable with executives from the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, on how organizations like the Global Fund can contribute to
health systems strengthening in developing countries
through funding for communicable diseases.

Global Health Fellows Program
Keizo Takemi, a prominent former member of the
House of Councillors and senior vice minister of
health, labor, and welfare in the Abe Cabinet, joined
JCIE in September 2007 as a senior fellow on global
health to explore how Japan might better contribute
to global initiatives to strengthen public health in
the developing world. He concurrently is a senior research fellow at Harvard University’s School of Public
Health and is researching and lecturing full-time on
global health issues. His research has included site visits with JCIE staff and government officials to observe
innovative health programs in Thailand and Zambia.

45

Global Health Fellow Keizo Takemi with students orphaned by AIDS
in Zambia’s Western Province
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Japan will host the 4th Tokyo International Confer
ence on African Development (TICAD IV) in May
2008 and the G8 Summit in July 2008. Global health
featured prominently eight years ago at the last G8
Summit to be held in Japan, when the Okinawa
Infectious Diseases Initiative was announced and the
idea for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria was first endorsed by the world’s leaders. The 2008 meetings provide a rare opportunity for
Japan to further extend its leadership on global health
and to help maintain momentum in international cooperation in dealing with communicable diseases and
public health challenges in developing countries.
For this reason, JCIE launched a major research
and dialogue program in September 2007 to examine
global health in the context of human security and to
explore the international contributions that Japan can
make in this area. This multipronged project is being
led by a senior Japanese politician, Keizo Takemi, and
draws on different clusters of JCIE activities.
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Working Group Members:
Keizo Takemi, Senior Fellow for Global Health, JCIE
(Project Director)
Kazushi Hashimoto, Executive Director, Japan Bank
for International Cooperation
Masami Ishii, Executive Board Member, Japan Medical
Association
Sumie Ishii, Managing Director and Executive
Secretary, JOICFP [Japanese Organization for
International Cooperation in Family Planning]
Masamine Jimba, Professor, Department of
International Community Health, Graduate School of
Medicine, University of Tokyo
Yasushi Katsuma, Associate Professor, Waseda
University Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies
Kiyoshi Kurokawa, Special Advisor to the Cabinet (in
charge of science, technology, and innovation)
Kazumi Matsui, Assistant Minister for International
Affairs, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Yasuhide Nakamura, Professor, Department of
International Collaboration, Graduate School of
Human Sciences, Osaka University
Yohei Sasakawa, Chairman, Nippon Foundation
Takehiko Sasazuki, President, International Medical
Center of Japan
Koji Tsuruoka, Director-General for Global Issues,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Hirozo Ueda, Assistant Minister for Technical Affairs,
Minister’s Secretariat, Ministry of Health, Labour
and Welfare
Yoshihisa Ueda, Vice President, Japan International
Cooperation Agency
Tadashi Yamamoto, President, JCIE
Tatsuo Yamasaki, Deputy Director-General,
International Bureau, Ministry of Finance
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Geneva Seminar: Building Effective
Health Systems with the Benefits of
Existing Initiatives
A two-day seminar was held in Geneva, Switzerland,
on March 19–20, 2008, with representatives of a wide
range of UN agencies and international organizations
working on global health issues to discuss how Japan
and other advanced countries can contribute to more
effective responses to the health problems of developing countries. Keizo Takemi presented preliminary
findings from the working group report, and the
other attendees and delegation members shared their
thoughts about how disease-specific health interventions can be leveraged to more broadly strengthen
health systems.
Delegation Members:
Keizo Takemi, Senior Fellow for Global Health, JCIE
Sumie Ishii, Managing Director and Executive
Secretary, JOICFP
Osamu Kunii, Chief, Health and Nutrition Section,
UNICEF-Myanmar
Tadashi Yamamoto, President, JCIE
Hideko Katsumata, Managing Director & Executive
Secretary, JCIE
Susan Hubbard, Senior Associate, JCIE/USA

Strengthening Civil Society
Organizations Working on Global
Health and the G8 Summit
JCIE has been working closely with other civil society
organizations in Japan as part of the effort to encourage world leaders to take up the issue of global health
in the G8 Summit. This has included the facilitation
of outside funding for the Japan G8 NGO Forum, an
ongoing survey of the state of Japanese NGOs working in the field of global health, and regular coordination of awareness-raising activities.
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Preparing Future Leaders
Seminar Series for Emerging
Leaders—Tanaka Juku

the Global Society.” The speakers and their respective
topics are listed below.

In order to encourage future leaders to think more seriously about Japan’s international role, JCIE launched
the “Tanaka Juku,” a three-month series of intensive
evening seminars for 25 young political leaders, corporate executives, journalists, and emerging intellectual leaders under the tutelage of Hitoshi Tanaka,
JCIE senior fellow and former deputy minister for
foreign affairs. Ten sessions were organized in the
spring of 2006, featuring prominent guest commentators—ranging from former government officials to
leading media figures to top scholars—and another
eight sessions were scheduled in the spring of 2008
with Hitoshi Tanaka as the main lecturer. In each of
the sessions, the participants discussed and debated
key issues related to Japan’s evolving international
role and responsibilities.

2006 Lecture Series

The Shibusawa Ei’ichi Memorial Lectureship was established at Keio University in 2004 with the sponsorship of the Shibusawa Ei’ichi Memorial Foundation,
to be held each year for five years. This for-credit
course, which is organized by JCIE, consists of a series of lectures that deal with the redefinition of the
public good and the role of civil society. More than
500 students registered for the 2006 series, which
was held from April to July 2006 and centered on
the theme of “The Role of Civil Society in East Asia”;
nearly 700 students signed up for the 2007 series on
“Civil Society’s Role in Increasing Japan’s Presence in
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Emerging Nationalism and the Future of East Asia
Yasuo Fukuda, Member, House of Representatives
(currently Prime Minister of Japan)
The Future of East Asia and China-Japan Relations
Koji Watanabe, Senior Fellow, JCIE; former Japanese
Ambassador to Russia
The Future of East Asia and Korea-Japan Relations
Lee Jong-Won, Associate Professor, Rikkyo University
Issues in Japan-China-Korea Relations and the Potential
for Dynamic Development
Masao Okonogi, Dean, Keio University Faculty of Law

II. Changing Values and East Asia’s Changing
Social Structure
The Impact on Society of Globalization and Human
Mobility
Isami Takeda, Professor, Dokkyo University
East Asia’s Changing Population Structure and Its Impact
on Society
Kiyoko Ikegami, Director, UN Population Fund
Asian Values: What Individual Culture and Pop Culture
Reveal about Cultural Exchange and Changing Values
Kizo Ogura, Associate Professor, Kyoto University

III. East Asian Community and Governance of
International Society
The Global Impact of East Asian Economic Integration
Akira Kojima, Chairman, Japan Center for Economic
Research
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Keio University Shibusawa Ei’ichi
Memorial Lectureship—The Doctrine
of the New Public Good

I. Japan-China-Korea Relations in Northeast Asia

The Relationship between an East Asia Community and
the United States
Ezra Vogel, Professor, Harvard University
The Impact of East Asian Expansion and the Creation of an
East Asia Community
Hitoshi Tanaka, Senior Fellow, JCIE
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The Role of Civil Society in East Asia: Functional Civil
Society Cooperation on Common Challenges
Tadashi Yamamoto, President, JCIE

2007 Lecture Series
I. Japan as a Global Civilian Power
Nationalism and Globalism in Japan
Masahide Soeya, Professor, Keio University
The United Nations and Japan’s International Role
Shinichi Kitaoka, Professor, Tokyo University; former
Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the
United Nations

Japanese Civil Society in the Eyes of an Overseas
Correspondent
Aiko Doden, Chief Announcer, Japan Broadcasting
System (NHK)

III. Japan’s Role in Meeting Global Challenges
The Hottokenai “Don’t Let It be—World Poverty”
Campaign
Tatsuo Hayashi, Chair, Hottokenai–Sekai no
Mazushisa (G-CAP Japan); President, Africa Japan
Forum
Japan’s Contributions on Energy and the Environment
Akio Morishima, Professor Emeritus, Nagoya
University; Special Research Advisor, Institute for
Global Environmental Studies
Demining and Peace Building: The Peace Road Project
Hiroshi Tomita, Executive Director, Japanese Alliance
for Humanitarian Demining Support (JAHDS)

Japan’s Course in International Society
Akira Iriye, Professor Emeritus, Harvard University
Expectations for a New Generation
Gerald Curtis, Professor, Columbia University

II. Civil Society’s Role in Strengthening Japan
Sports in Global Culture—Enhancing the International
Presence of Japanese Soccer
Kohzo Tajima, Secretary General, Japan Football
Association
Civil Society and Human Security in the United Nations
Kazuo Tase, Chief, Human Security Unit, United
Nations
Globalization’s Light and Its Shadows—Corporations and
the Future of Japan
Uichiro Niwa, Chairman, Itochu Corporation
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